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Kootenay Connect blends science 
and community-based approaches to 
large landscape conservation by 
identifying connectivity areas 
throughout the East and West 
Kootenays focused on wildlife 
corridors, biodiversity hotspots, 
and climate change refugia.

Key Concept: 

Landscape linkages focusing on low 
elevation large riparian-wetland 
complexes are essential for 
conserving biodiversity, movement 
corridors, and ecological functions in 
the Kootenay region.



KOOTENAY CONNECT

• Genesis: Wildlife Connectivity 
breakout group at KCP’s Annual 
Gathering, Cranbrook 2017 –
Identified the need to capture and 
map connectivity areas 
throughout the Kootenays.

• Incubation: Kootenay Connect 
special session at KCP’s Annual 
Gathering, Nelson 2018 –
Assessed approaches to 
identifying key corridors for 
conservation.

• Launch: FWCP funding for M. 
Proctor and M. Mahr – Initiate 
work in 5 corridors in 2019-2020.

Begin with: Creston Valley, 
Bonanza Biodiversity Corridor, 
Columbia Wetlands, Columbia 
Lake, and Wycliffe Wildlife 
Corridor.



KOOTENY CONNECT: Proof of Concept

Creston Valley Example



Kootenay Connect: Corridors with 
Champions

Kootenay Connect’s target 
corridors based on initial 
high value, intact grizzly 
bear habitat + riparian-
wetland areas with local 
champions identified  

In corridors currently without 
clear champions, Kootenay 
Connect will work with 
KCP’s partners, land trusts, 
and local and provincial and 
federal government, and 
First Nations to identify 
potential collaborators.



Kootenay Connect: 3 Year Project
• Year 1 (2019-2020) 5 Corridors: 

Creston Valley, Bonanza 
Biodiversity Corridor, Columbia 
Wetlands, Columbia Lake and 
Wycliffe Wildlife Corridor.

• Year 2 (2020-2021) 3 Potential 
Corridors:  Elk Valley, Lardeau-
Duncan, Slocan Valley

• Year 3 (2021-2022) 4 Additional 
Corridors: To be determined.





Recommended Actions

1. Take a landscape level approach to identifying local wildlife 
corridors and connectivity areas that include diverse habitats and 
elevational gradients in order to capture the extent of important 
habitat, biodiversity, and ecological processes.
2. Protect existing connected habitats for wildlife migration and 
movement by supporting private land conservation and stewardship 
efforts and by designating special management areas for wildlife on 
Crown lands.
3. Decrease habitat fragmentation by discouraging further human 
development, logging, roading, recreation, and other disturbances 
that cause direct loss of habitat or displace wildlife from areas.
4. Reduce chances for mortality by supporting practices and 
programs that promote coexisting with wildlife to allow wildlife 
secure passage around human-settled areas.




