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1 Summary of Year 6 Outcomes

1.1 Slocan River — Restoration Projects — Oxbow/Perry and Larsen

Despite scheduling and resource constraints due to extensive wildfire activity in the Slocan throughout
the summer of 2024, all on-the ground restoration sites plantings were completed in 2024 in accordance
with Year 5 planting plans. Priority was placed on plantings, watering and maintaining protective barriers.
Procurement of trees and shrubs required was in place prior to the wildfires, allowing restoration activities
to be scheduled in and around wildfire activity and access to site. Knowledge sharing and site tours with
Indigenous communities, funders and regulatory stakeholders is deferred to 2025. Highlights: as follows:

Oxbow/Perry Restoration Site — Plantings: Larsen Restoration Site — Plantings:
Species Perry Oxbow | Total Total 2024 Plantings: 343
Bridge | Island

Cottonwood 721 190 911 Trees: American EIm, Cottonwood, Lodgepole
Willow 371 119 490 pine, Paper Birch, Ponderosa Pine, Sugar Maple,
Red-osier Dogwood 133 88 291 Trembling Aspen, Western Red Cedar
Mountain Alder 35 11 46 Shrubs: Chokecherry, lowbush cranberry,
Paper Birch 7 7 14 mountain alder, ninebark, ocean spray, prickly rose,
Engelmann Spruce 16 20 36 pussy willow, saskatoon, Scouler’s willow,
Western Redcedar 6 250 256 snowberry, water birch.
Douglas-fir 5 6 11
Western Larch 3 1 4 Shrubs ranged in size from one to five-gallon pots,
Saskatoon 4 4 8 while trees ranged from one to ten-gallon pots are
Chokecherry 4 4 large caliper trees up to 60mm (trunk diameter)

Total 1,301 700 | 2,001

Habitat Structures: 2 Western Painted Turtle Basking Logs, Identified SAR Habitat: 2 Lewis Woodpecker nests
4 bird nest structures. protected during restoration activities

1.2 Slocan Watershed — SAR, SEl and Connectivity

The Connectivity sub-project commenced in Year 6, applying the Ktunaxa Forestry Standards and
knowledge of the species, ecosystems and the hydrologic landscape formed the basis for
identifying an initial set of connectivity values. The integration of the collective knowledge for
species, habitat, water and connectivity demonstrates the complex relationships needed for
sustainability. Complete details of findings, results and a wide range of maps at the watershed
level and for the Slocan River Valley connectivity study area are provided in the combined report
‘Preliminary Conservation Opportunities and Connectivity Values’. Updated SAR summary for
the Slocan watershed is presented in the table below (detailed rankings provided in the report).
SAR is expected to change with new species being added and removed as CDC assessments are
released in the near future.

Current Identified SAR in the Slocan Watershed
Total 126
Amphibians 2 Fish 6 Reptiles 3
Arthropods 12 Fungi 32 Slime Moulds 3
Birds 33 Mammals 8 Vascular Plants 9
Bryophytes 11 Molluscs 7
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1.3 Bonanza Biodiversity Corridor (BBC)

Overall activity on the BBC was low for the reporting period. Indigenous collaborations were
limited to BBC tour with the Sinixt Confederacy representatives through mature forest stands,
sharing the hydrologic landscape and biodiversity of the BBC.

2 Year 6 Deliverables

Project Title(s) Report Title
Kootenay Connect Slocan River Valley & Bonanza
Projects Project Summary Report
SV SAR/SEI/Connectivity Slocan River Valley

Preliminary Conservation Opportunities and Connectivity Values

SV Wetlands Oxbow / Perry
Preliminary Effectiveness Monitoring Report
Larsen
Preliminary Effectiveness Monitoring Report
BN Wetlands Bonanza Biodiversity Corridor (BBC)

Conservation Update

3 Year 7 Project Planning

build flexibility into all workplans and project management timelines. SLSS will continue to
collaborate with FN communities to facilitate knowledge exchanges and site tours as we move
through the summer season. For the Bonanza Biodiversity Corridor, work plans have been
confirmed to conduct amphibian studies at Hunter, Upper Bonanza and Summit restoration sites.
Other BBC conservation activities for 2025 have yet to be confirmed.

Highlights of the major activities planned for Year 7 for the Slocan River Valley sub-projects:

o SV Restorations: Assess survivability and maintain 2024 plantings; Finalize Effectiveness
Monitoring & Maintenance Programs for each site; Complete further installation of habitat
structures for birds and western painted turtles, at or near Perry/Oxbow restoration site.

e SV SAR/SEl/Connectivity: Complete species inventory; Inform and exchange knowledge with
Indigenous communities and relevant stakeholders; Refine conservation opportunities and
connectivity values.
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