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Literature Review for SAR in the 
Columbia Valley

• 65 SAR and 21 at-risk ecological communities
• spatial occurrences entered into tables then into maps to 

provide a detailed overview of the spatial occurrences.



Kootenay Connect/CWSP- 
SAR initiatives in the Columbia Valley 

Some actions that have been taken:
• Public engagement to determine where turtles 

and badgers were.
• WPT nesting bed creation, basking logs.
• Inventories for American Badger burrows, Lewis’s 

Woodpecker nest sites, and at-risk ecological 
communities to establish WHFs, WHAs, CH and 
KBA.

• But… what about the Golden area?

Thank you to the Lake Windermere District Rod & 
Gun Club for their support and efforts!



The Golden area is ecologically unique

• Golden is at the confluence of 
Columbia & Kicking Horse 
Rivers; between Rocky & 
Purcell mountain ranges.  

• Several additional and 
significant ecological features, 
e.g., alpine, Columbia 
Wetlands, higher elevation 
wetlands, Spillimacheen River, 
additional waterbodies.

• Local climate varies 
significantly.  

• Due to the 
topographical/geological/clim
atic variation, the area is host 
to unique ecological values 
and attributes.



Data Sources

DataBC (CDC): all public WSI Incidental and 

Survey observations, WHFs, species and 

ecosystems at risk, CH, elk UWR, fish obs., 

bighorn sheep distribution.

iNaturalist: publicly available occurrence 

data 

Cori Lausen: bat capture sites in 

the Columbia Wetlands.

Michael Proctor: Grizzly Bear habitat below 

2300m, potential movement/travel areas.

Mowat et al 2020: Wolverine Habitat 

Density (not predictive habitat).

Ryan Durand: ecosystems at risk.

Rachel Darvill: Columbia Wetlands 

Waterbird Survey, Marsh Bird Monitoring 

Project, Barn and Bank swallow colonies.

BC Gov't (Anna McIndoe): Limber Pine.

eBird (until 2020)

Additional secured data (not shown here) for 

BH sheep and Mountain Goat.

Zooming in on Golden
What do we already know?



• Clustered data where 
people are 
concentrated.

• Lack of data in many 
places - notably the 
West Bench, north end 
and higher elevations.

• Valley bottom has high 
levels of biodiversity – 
provides critical 
habitats for migrating 
birds, amphibians, 
inverts and fish.



Recommendations for next steps
Map is hot off the press!

Larger area: 
• Add ecosystem services and Indigenous values.
• CSRD should develop an OCP.
• Fill data gaps.
• Form a multi-stakeholder committee to develop 

management strategies. 
Valley bottom (2025):
1. Develop and implement project to reduce growing 

light pollution problem. 
2. Collaborate with landowners who own SAR habitat - 

educate on the existence of SAR or sensitive habitat 
features and develop strategies to maintain or 
improve those .

3. Expand boundaries of the CWWMA.
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