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Birds are in Trouble and They Matter!

• 2.9 billion birds gone in Canada and U.S. since 1970 
(Rosenberg et al., 2019)

• 49% of bird species worldwide have decreasing 
populations (Birdlife International’s State of the World’s 
Birds report, 2022). 

• Birds provide ecosystem services - pollinators, seed 
dispersers, pest control, scavengers, indicators of envir 
health.

• Bird watching - linked with benefits to psychological well-
being and a sense of connectedness to nature.

• Aerial insectivores facing steep population declines in 
Canada.  BANS 93-98% pop decline; BARS = 76% declines.

• Alarming trends call for immediate action.

State of the Birds Report 2024



Major goals:
a) Identify important breeding locations. 
b) Provide volunteer opportunities.
c) Enhance Barn and Bank Swallow habitat.
d) Outreach and awareness, include Indigenous knowledge on swallows.
e) Assist with providing unprecedented information on the timing and locations of 

Bank Swallow movements using Motus.

Upper Columbia Swallow Habitat Enhancement Project (2021-2026) 



Enhancements:
• 102 nest cups installed (ANS and pre-existing structures)
• Vegetation removal at 1 BANS colony
• Restoration work at Wind Lk PP with BC Parks and with TNTBC in 

Edgewater.
• 7 BARS artificial nest structures created
• BANS habitat creation at Birchlands Creek (20km S of Golden).
• Parson Air B&B – innovative structure providing bat and swallow 

habitat.
• 154 volunteers

Location of Nest Sites and 
Enhancement Projects

Barn Swallows - Nests on 127 structures at 64 locations. 
Bank Swallows - 128 colonies



Athalmer Bank Swallow 
habitat enhancement project

Substrate mound before sloping work

Substrate mound after sloping

Bank Swallow burrows dug first spring.



Moberly Marsh Bank Swallow habitat creation project



Combining Science and Indigenous Knowledge 

to Protect Habitat for Swallows

• Shuswap community member monitored Bank Swallow colonies on their 
land.

• Motus station and colony used for banding colony on Shuswap land.
• Led a field trip for kids in ʔakisqn̓uk summer camp.
• Working to collaborate more to protect colony habitat.
• Ktunaxa and Secwépemc elders interviewed by community members to 

understand their stories regarding swallows – printed on signage in place at 
various habitat enhancements throughout the study area.

Red dot = Bank Swallow colony



Wildsight Golden graciously acknowledges the financial support of the following:

Thank you to the generous contributions of volunteers and landowners, and the following organizations/governments:

• Continue to develop and grow collaborations with Shuswap and ʔakisqn̓uk 
communities for swallow conservation.

• Effectives monitoring at all enhancement sites.

Recommendations for Next Steps
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