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WHO ARE YOU?
Wildsight Golden 

• Com m unity Invasive  Plan t Program  (CIPP) Coord ina tor
• Branch  m anager/Outreach  coord ina tor - Inception  of beave r and  West Bench  work 

w/ Anne tte

Griffith University
• PhD Candidate  - Unpacking conse rva tion  conflict in  a  changing clim ate : a  socio-

spa tia l approach  
• Lab demonstrator/TA  - unde rgrad  ecology, u rban  b iodive rsity, susta inability
• Research assistant  - m ostly Clim ate  Change  Adapta tion  with  a  focus on  fu tures 

th inking and  Nature -based  Solu tions/Ecosystem -based  Adapta tion

WHAT SPECIES/ECOSYSTEM/ WHERE 
IN AREA IS YOUR STUDY AREA?

Meanjin /Magan-d jin  (Brisbane), Austra lia

Everywhere and everything? (PhD)
• Hum an-landscape  nexus
• Socia l d im ensions of geospa tia l conse rva tion  and  landscape  m anagem ent

West Bench & Dogtooth range
• Im pacts of recrea tion  and  deve lopm ent on  wild life  and  landscape

 جیما



WHY IS THIS  
IMPORTANT/WHY CARE?

What makes implementation successful?  
• Diffe ren t types of da ta /knowledge  AND com m unity involvem ent/buy in

How to get the community involved and supportive? 
• Engage  in  ea rly stages. Understand  where  they a re  com ing from  

(identify environm enta l lite racy gaps, a reas of conflict and  agreem ent)

Working backwards.. 

Understanding how local land use decisions and climate 
change affect the environment is crucial for maintaining a 
healthy area for humans and wildlife in Golden. Decisions 
made now impact the future, so it’s essential to understand 
why people make the choices they do, and how that impacts 
opportunities for better conservation and land management. 



RESULTS
S U RVEY

37 %
Not at all 
familiar with 
GBRAP

24 %
West Bench  & 
Dogtooth range 
is area of least 
concern

“ it is not right that a small group of back 
country users are highly restricted while 

industry destroys first (old)  growth forests, 
pollutes air and water ” 

-(Participan t 149)

77 %
Don ’t know  if 
there are 
processes to 
resolve conflict

63 %
Use Word of 
Mouth  to make 
decisions 
about where to 
go/not go



NEXT STEPS

gem m a.cobb@griffithun i.edu .au

Mapping exercise and preliminary analysis
• drag and drop landscape values/preferences in online portal
• Prioritization software to identify areas of conflict & agreement 

(within people, people & nature etc.,.)

Publish and thesis

West Bench report
• Compile specific WB insights from survey, mapping exercise and interviews

Validation and interviews
• Surprises? Agreement? Reasons behind conflict?
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