Wetland

Enhancement

in the
Duncan-Lardeau Valley

A History of Wetland Loss
Since settlement, wetlands have been impacted by
development, farming practices, invasive species,
and more. One large contributor to wetland loss
in the Duncan-Lardeau system was the creation
of the Duncan Dam in the 1960’s when a complex
mix of lakes, forests, and wetlands was flooded
by the reservoir. 1824.5 hectares of wetland were
lost. In addition to providing habitat to a number of
mammals and amphibians, they provided important
resting and feeding habitats for migratory waterfowl
and upland birds. The creation of functional
wetlands within the Duncan-Lardeau system could
simultaneously increase the production of organic
matter, restore highly impacted areas, and provide
fish and wildlife habitat.

Private Land Stewardship

Creating a lasting legacy

Since many communities tend to develop in valley
bottoms where wetlands often occur, landowners
have the unique opportunity to contribute to BC’s
health and beauty by restoring, enhancing, or
preserving wetlands on their property. Wetlands
are a low maintenance and cost effective way of
encouraging a healthy, natural ecosystem that will
attract a number of animal species. They can also
help manage runoff, provide erosion control, recharge
groundwater, and be a relaxing place to recreate.
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In 2015 and 2016, landowners Terry and Michele
Halleran partnered with the BC Wildlife Federation to
restore wetlands on their farm in Meadow Creek, BC.
Many years prior, the property was used for haying
by Terry’s Great-Grandfather and Grandfather, but
a portion was always too wet to farm. By restoring

Grizzlies like these seen on the property will benefit from
enhanced cover as well as additional food sources.

A wetland on the Halleran Project only months after the first
phase of restoration.

You may wish to consider
partnering with a
conservation organization
such as BC Wildlife
Federation or The Nature
Trust of BC to discuss
the potential to work with
wetlands on your land.
One simple method to
enhance wetlands is to
create bat boxes. Contact
kootenaybats@gmail.com
for more information.
A portion of the pre-dam floodplain outlined in blue. It contained
wetlands, as well as other habitats like cottonwood forests.

Meadow Creek Restoration

Endangered, threatened,
or at-risk species like this
Western Toad are using the
new wetland.

these portions to their historical wetland state, the
Hallerans have increased habitat value for a number
of species such as Grizzly Bear1, Black Bear, Elk,
Caribou, Deer, Western Toad, Pacific Chorus Frog,
Olive-sided Flycatcher, Bobolink, Salamanders, Wolves,
and Coyotes. These are just some of the species
which frequent the site and include several species
of concern. Over 80 volunteers helped plant native
species in and around the new wetlands.
In addition to providing cover, these plants will
also create early spring forage. The Hallerans have
volunteered time and material, but construction
was largely cost-free due to their partnership with a
conservation organization and the high value of habitat
they were willing to restore. BCWF helped acquire
funds to supply designs, trained personnel, restoration
equipment, and plants.

1. The Meadow Creek Grizzly Bear Project has substantially reduced human-bear conflicts in this area through education, attractant management,
etc. Email grizzlybearsolutions@gmail.com for more information.

